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Brand New Strange World
 
By Lauren Kopydlowski 
Fourth Grade 

When I was born my world was 
strange. I didn't know anything; my brain 
was empty. All I did was cry, and no 
one could understand me. I lived in 
Bulgaria before I came to this strange 
world called the United States of 
America. 

Bulgaria is very different from this 
place. People dress differently, like in 
Mexico. They speak a different lan­
guage. For example, das means yes and 
nah means no. I lived in an orphanage 
in Bulgaria. The walls were white and 
ugly, and it was boring. They didn't treat 
me like a kid. They treated me like an 
object, and they didn't give me any at­
tention. 

But my world changed when I came 
to Wisconsin. 

One day someone came to me, and J 
was scared. I wondered what they were 
going to do to me. They picked me up 
and hugged me. Then they put their head 
on me. I was surprised. They took me 
home on the airplane. When I was on 
the airplane it felt like I was falling. I 
was crying all the way home, and it was 
a long ride. 

When I got to my home it felt strange 
and weird. There were people every­
where. and they were looking at me and 

talking, but I didn't know what they were 
saying. I didn't know English and they 
didn't know Bulgarian. My mom told 
me the people were my grandma, 
grandpa, great-grandma Jenny, who is 
dead now, and many others. I felt a little 
scared, but I got used to them. Later 
on, other people came to help mc learn 
English. It got easier to talk with my fam­
ily and understand them. I love my dad 
and my mom for helping me. 

The weirdest thing is I'm different. I 
am brown with black hair and brown 
eyes. but my mom and dad are white. I 
am also double jointed, but no one else 
in my family is. I might have gotten that 
from my other mom. 

I also still-don't understand everything 
in English. I don't understand some of 
the words people use or how they say 
things. 

Learning is also very hard for me. 
When I started kindergarten it was hard 
to do anything. I was shy and very 
scared until I met my teacher. She was 
very kind and I held her hand and never 
let go. She showed me what I was sup­
posed to do and it got a little easier. 

Now I feel fi'ne about living in Wis­
consin. I am not really scared anymore, 
but I was when I first came here. I feel 
like this is my home, but I still miss Bul­
garia. I don't remember the other kids 
anymore, but I want to go back. I wish 
I knew the Bulgarian language more. I 

Lauren Kopydlowski takes a break from her immigration story. 

A Better Understanding
 
By Cody Michaelis 
Fourth Grade 

Th.is immigration project has made me 
see how many ancestors I have. J have 
found that I have a lot of ancestors. 
Those on my grandma's side take up 10 
pages. J couldn't believe it. I didn't even 
know that she had three pages full of 
history, but lOis incredible. She said that 
there were even more, but she couldn't 
keep track of them. 

I thought if there are more then 10 

pages that is just crazy. I have alsd real­
ized that my ancestors have lived all the 
way back until 1805. I thought that it 
would be close to the 1700s, so I wasn't 
surprised that much. 

My ancestors came from Germany, 
Prussia, Austria, Bohemia. and Sweden. 
I didn't even think that my ancestors 
came from Prussia, Austria, or Bohemia. 
I didn't even know that Bohemia or 
Prussia existed. 

After this project I have a much bet­
ter understanding of my ancestors. 

have a Bulgarian magazine. but I can't 
understand it. J hope that J can go back 

and visit again some day. That wi II hap­
pen when I'm a grownup. 

Fourth grader Michael Carbonell created this graph showing the d!ffer­
ent waves of immigrants in the United States of America. 

How Our Government Influenced Immigration Over Time
 
By Caelee Whiteaker 
Fourth Grade 

In this time line I will tell when important changes 
in immigration happened and when they happened. 

Naturalization Act of 1790: The law says "any 
alien, being a free ~hite person may be admitted to 
hecome a citizen of the United States" 

1875: The Supreme Court declared that regulation 
of U.S immigration is the responsibility of the Fed­
eral Government. 

1882: The Chinese Exclusion Act prohibited cer­
tain laborers from immigrating to the United States. 

1885 and 1887: Alien Contract Labor laws which 
prohibited certain laborers from immigrating to the 
U.S. 

1891: The Federal Government assumed the task 
of inspecting, admitting, rejecting, and processing 
aU immigrants seeking admission. 

1892: On January 2, a new Federal US immigration 
station opened on Ellis Island in New York Harbor. 

1903: This Act restated thc 1891 provisions concern­
ing land borders and called for rules covering entry as 
well as inspection of aliens crossing the Mexican bor­
der. 

1907: The US Immigration Act of 1907 reorganized 
the states bordering Mexico into Mexican Border Dis­
trict to stem the flow of immigrants into the US. 

1924: National Origins Act reduced the number of 
US immigration visas and allocated them on the basis 
of national origin. 

1940: The Alien Registration Act required all aliens 
(non US citizens) within the US to register with the 
Government and receive an Alien Registration Receipt 
Card. 

1950: Passage of the Internal Security Act, which 
rendered the Alien Registration Receipt Card even 
more valuable. Immigrants with legal status had their 

cards replaced with what generally became know 
as the green card. 

1952: McCarran-Walter Act Established the mod­
ern day US immigration system. It created a quota 
system, which imposes limits on per-country basis 

1965: The immigration and Nationality Act elimi­
nated US immigration discrimination based on race, 
place of birth, sex and residence. It also officially 
abolished restrictions on Oriental US immigration. 

1976:This Act eliminated preferential treatment for 
residents of ­

1980: The Refugee Act established a general policy 
governing the admission of refugees. 

USA Patriot Act 2001: The twin towers were at­
tacked by terrorists, We stal1 to let in less people. 

Creation of the USCIS 2003: As of March I, the 
US immigration and Naturalization Service becomes 
part of Homeland Security. 


