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Issues in Immigration - Debate 
Grade Level: 6th - 8th grade 

Goal: Teach middle school students conflicts, myths and facts about immigration and 
immigrants. Increase student awareness about immigration issues. 

Objectives: Students will develop their critical thinking, research, and discussion skills. 

Specifically, students will: 

• Judge the accuracy of statements commonly put forward in relation to 
immigration.  

• Research and debate the real meaning of these statements.  
• Take a position in relation to these statements' credibility.  
• Identify the conflicts, myths and facts about immigrants.  

Materials:  

Computers with Internet Access 

Subscription to Thomson Gale Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center or a class set of 
Opposing Viewpoints: Immigration Issues, or assorted Pro/Con Immigration books from 
the school library 

The New Americans: Finding Community. 2004. DVD. 60 min. Kartemquin Films 

PBS; ActiveVoice, n.d. 

On Immigration Handout. (attached) 
Four Corners Statements Handout (attached) 
Take a Position Handout (attached) 
Debate Handout (attached) 
Debate Rubric (attached) 

http://www.gale.cengage.com/OpposingViewpoints/
http://www.gale.cengage.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&imprint=360&titleCode=GOVVL&type=3&id=227469
http://www.createspace.com/Store/ShowTtl.jsp?id=205416
http://activevoice.net/new_americans_mods.html


Procedures:  

1. Students will engage in an activity called: "On Immigration: An Excerpt from a 
Speech by a Famous American" (adapted from with permission of Bob Benoit, 
Butte County Office of Education, from Social Education, October, 1991, 396-
397 )  

 
2. Students will engage in the Four Corners Activity (adapted from The New 

Americans PBS Web Site). (Four Corners Statements Handout).  
 
3. Students will view segments of The New Americans. Students will respond 

through RAFT Writing.  
 
4. Students will view a PowerPoint presentation on the History of Immigration. 

Students will respond to the information in three sentences and share their 
response with a peer.  

 
5. The class will begin researching immigration issues by reading selected articles 

and sign up for issues, positions and teams. (Take a Position Handout)  
 
6. Students will prepare to debate (Debate Hand-out) and present arguments, 

questions and rebuttals (Take a Position Handout)  
 
7. The class will evaluate the debaters based on the Debate Rubric. (Debate Rubric 

Handout)  
 
8. Based on the Rubric, take a class vote to determine which team more effectively 

argued its position and rebutted its opponent's position.  
 
9. Repeat the Four Corners Activity.  
 
10. Students will discuss views that had changed based on solid facts and research 

and compare those to earlier views based on feelings.  

Extension Activities: Interviews with recent Immigrants.  

Culminating Activity: Debate. 

Assessment: Provide checklists and rubrics to assess responses and debate. Quizzes or 
tests may also be given to assess students' knowledge of material in the unit. 

 

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/foreducators_lesson_plan_02.html
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/foreducators_lesson_plan_02.html
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/interv/participate.html
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Take a Position on Immigration Issues: 
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Group 1: 
A. The US should admit more refugees suffering 
human rights violations. 
B. There are too man . rants 

Group 2: 
A. More resbictloos will not impact terrorist 
threats to the US 
B. More restrictions will make the US safer 

Group 3: 
A. . Immigrants coobibute to the US by lilting 
essential jobs 
B. Immigrants take jobs from natives 

Group 4: 
A. Immigration is a drain on the economy 
B. Immigrants coobibute more to the economy 
than they take. 

Group 5: 
A. Immigrants are loyal coobibuting members of 
1hIs nation. 
B. Immigrants are still Ioya1 to their old counb1es 

Group 6: 
A. Illegal immigrants should be able to become 
legal 
B. America must take stronger measures to halt 
illegal Immigration 

Group 7: 
A. ChIldren born in this country to illegal 
Immigrants should have the rights of citizens 
B. Children born In IhIs country to Illegal 
immigrants should not be granted any rights. 

Group:8: 
A. Diversity coobibutes to American culture. 
B. Immigrants should be forced to assimilate 
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