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Who We Are
The Curriculum Center strives to promote a better 
understanding of immigrants and immigration by providing 
educational resources that inspire people to engage in 
thoughtful dialogue, creative teaching, and critical thinking 
while being culturally and historically sensitive to others. 
As a uniquely modeled teachers’ resource center and 
clearinghouse of teaching ideas, the Curriculum Center is 
managed by professional educators who are dedicated to 
the dissemination of well-designed, easy-to-use and factual 
materials that promote the positive influences immigration 
has on our nation. Working directly with teachers enables 
us to spread a wealth of information and inspires others by 
providing valuable materials and lessons that will be used in 
classrooms, schools and communities for years to come.

What We Do
Teachers’ Resources
K-12 teachers, who are 
often pressed for time 
and lack adequate 
resources, need up-to-date, 
factual, teacher-written 
and classroom-tested 
teaching materials when 
discussing and teaching 
immigration-related topics. 

The Curriculum Center is committed to providing teachers 
with the tools and resources they need to prepare fair 
and informative lessons. Our annual Teachers’ Resource 
Guide, created by teachers for teachers, provides educators 
with new lesson plans, book reviews and other valuable 
educational tools. The Center also offers additional K-12 
lesson plans, suggested reading lists, and links to other 
educational resources. 

Teachers’ Symposia
The Center offers day-long symposia to teachers and 
administrators who are involved in developing and 
presenting curricula to children in cities around the nation. 
The program reviews how the subject of immigration 
can be taught through many of the major educational 
disciplines while aligning to school/district prescribed and 
national standards. The program also allows educators 
to network, explore resources in their communities and 
discover innovative ways to introduce students to the 
complexities of immigration throughout U.S. history. Each 
symposium features an immigration attorney who discusses 
the historical and contemporary aspects of immigration to 
the United States, a children’s book author, veteran teachers 
and other expert lecturers. The symposia have been held in 
Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Chicago, Miami 
and San Francisco.

Creative Writing Contest
The American Immigration Law Foundation is proud to 
sponsor the annual “Celebrate America” Creative Writing 
Contest in an ongoing effort to educate the public about 
the benefits of immigration to our society. Open to fifth 
grade students across the nation, this contest encourages 
our youth, families and surrounding communities to 
evaluate and appreciate the effects of immigration in our 

Teacher Gwen O’Dette of Fairfax County Public Schools participates in a 
“cultural marker activity.”
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own lives. The contest gives America’s youth the chance 
to express the finest of America’s values. As a reward, the 
winner and three guests receive an all-expenses-paid trip to 
AILF’s Annual Benefit Dinner where he/she is honored. The 
winner also receives a travel stipend, engraved plaque, their 
winning entry printed in the Congressional Record and a flag 
flown over the Capitol in his/her honor.

Teacher’s Grant Program 
The Curriculum Center will award teacher grants nationwide 
of $100 to $500 to fund K-12 grade level projects that 
provide education about immigrants and immigration. 
The Foundation seeks to fund activities that are innovative 
and supportive of AILF’s mission of promoting the 
benefits of immigrants to our nation. Applications are 
limited to educators teaching in public or private primary, 
intermediate, and secondary level schools. Proposals that 
are classroom-based will receive strong consideration, and 

the Foundation encourages projects that can be replicated 
in other classrooms across the nation. AILF is always looking 
for innovative and creative ideas. This year’s focus will be on 
proposals that relate to the following categories:

Innovative use of technology•	
Underrepresented minorities•	
Community outreach and partnerships with community •	
based organizations

Math and science•	

How You Can Get Involved
While the Curriculum Center focuses on providing 
educational resources to teachers, students and classrooms, 
we’re always open to new ideas. Whether you are a teacher, 
immigration attorney, community activist or just someone 
who is interested in the unique ways immigrants and 
immigration benefit our society, we believe you have 
something valuable to add to the immigration dialogue. 
Please visit our website at www.ailf.org/teach and sign up 
to receive Curriculum Center updates so that you don’t miss 
out on an opportunity to get involved. 

About the Foundation
The American Immigration Law Foundation is an IRS designated 

§501(c)(3) nonprofit, educational, charitable organization dedicated 

to increasing public understanding of the value of immigration to 

American society and to advancing fundamental fairness and due 

process under the law for immigrants.

Students at Bell Elementary in Chicago holds art from the “Honoring Our 
Ancestor” project.


